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The 2nd Biggest Mistake Gun Owners Make? 
The biggest mistake gun owners make is violating one of the four safety rules. 

Those are obviously non-negotiable and breaking the rules costs many people 
their lives and limbs. But, I believe the second biggest mistake gun owners 

make is not carrying their firearm often enough. 

Yesterday, I got a call from my brother who lives in Utah. As soon as I picked 
up the phone he said to me, “Did you hear what happened at Smith’s,” (a 

grocery store in Utah.) Apparently, a man walked into Smith’s and purchased a 
kitchen knife. On his way out of the grocery store he started stabbing random 

people. 

In the parking lot was a man who was passing through on his way home to 
Idaho. As he watched the madman stab two people he quickly drew his 

concealed carry gun and pointed it at the attacker who was now coming towards 
him. As soon as the attacker saw a gun was pointed at him, he stopped, and 
the Idaho man held him at gunpoint until police arrived. 

Not surprisingly, Salt Lake City newspapers and TV stations are calling 

the man a hero. 

He no doubt saved many lives by having a gun, including his own. As soon as 
my brother finished telling me this story he said to me, “I think I need to start 

carrying my gun more often.” I told him he was right. 

In fact, this past weekend – being the super romantic man that I am – I took 
my wife on a surprise trip to Berkeley Springs, WV. It’s a tiny town that is 

famous for its hot springs and because George Washington used to visit there 
often.  The town is full of antique shops and craft stores and pretty much a 

million other little shops that no sane man would ever enter, unless he was with 
his wife. 

Well, the guns I brought along to West Virginia were my 1911 and 

Ruger LCP. 

 

 

https://www.avantlink.com/click.php?tt=ale&ti=9709&pri=21153&pw=225001&mi=16393&ctc=kws2&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.guns.com%2F
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I don’t mind carrying a 1911 on a regular day when I’m running errands and 

not on my feet much. But when you’re on your feet all day and looking at quilts 
for 10 hours (yes, they had a quilt show and my unborn daughter now has a 
$65 baby quilt… and no, unfortunately that isn’t a typo) the 1911 starts to feel 

quite heavy. 

Because of all of this walking around, I decided to pocket carry my LCP for a 
while instead of my 1911.  But I still had a gun on me all weekend no matter 

what craft stores we were in. The point I’m trying to make is that we are 
blessed to live in a day and age when we have more firearms choices than ever 

before and there is little excuse not to have your gun on you. 

Again, just think what would have happened if the man from Idaho didn’t have 
his gun on him in the grocery store parking lot. Just think of how many more 

people in this country would be dead if responsible gun owners weren’t carrying 
concealed. 

(Now you have a good reason to tell your spouse you need a new lighter, 

smaller, gun.) 

Original Article: https://www.usacarry.com/second-biggest-mistake-gun-owners-make/ 

Jason Hanson 

http://concealedcarryacademy.com 

Jason Hanson is a former CIA Officer and author of The Covert Guide to Concealed Carry. He is also 
the creator of the Ultimate Concealed Carry Experience, which allows you to take your concealed carry 
training without leaving home. For full details about this training, please visit Concealed Carry 

Academy. You can also follow him on Google+ and Twitter. 
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Choosing Your Daily Concealed Carry Gear 
Concealed carry gear will vary from person to person. What I suggest looking 

for in each piece of your daily concealed carry gear is size, usefulness, and 
versatility. 

When picking equipment regardless of what it is ask if the size is one that you 

will find comfortable to carry concealed. If you chose a piece of daily carry 
equipment you later find is hard to conceal or uncomfortable carry eventually 

you may face the temptation to leave it at home or the car. If this happens you 
may not have it with you when you may need it most. When picking your 

equipment ask yourself, will each of these items be useful if you ever face an 
emergency life threatening or other wise? 

I am attracted to flashlights, knives, the latest and greatest in handguns, 

holsters, and all the neatest accessories the firearms industry can throw at me. 
I realize there are limits to what a person can buy and carry while carrying 
concealed. Fortunately for me, my wife helps me to keep these urges in check 

when eyeing these latest and greatest items. What items do I carry you might 
ask? Well….. 

For every day carry it is my Glock 27, compact yet potent. Loaded with Speer 

Gold Dot JHP’s. This may not be the most compact handgun, but for the most 
part this is not hard to conceal in my Aker leather holster carried strong side, 

along with one spare magazine 

The next item is my knife; it is made by Kershaw, and has been used in many 
roles since I started carrying it. Some people may ask why carry a knife when 

you have a gun. The part about a knife is if you ever need one and don’t have 
one you will be wishing you did. Knives are handy when opening a package, cut 

a loose string, or any other purpose you can find. I have seen all types of knives 
pressed into services they were not meant for. One occasion that pops to mind I 

saw a neighbor who was out deer hunting produce a knife to gut his deer that 
remarkably resembled one of his wife’s steak knives. My point is a knife is one 

of those indispensable multi-purpose items you should all ways have on your 
person. 

My personal daily carry light is a Streamlight PT Professional Carry 2L. It uses 
two lithium CR123’s, on maximum power it produces a blinding 180 lumen 

beam, for general purpose use it has a 18 lumen setting, and it has a strobe 
function as well. This little LED light uses a C4 LED, this gives it good run times: 

High is 2.5 hours, Low is 33 hours, and Strobe is 6 hours. For its size, cost and  

https://www.avantlink.com/click.php?tt=ale&ti=9709&pri=4389&pw=225001&mi=16689&ctc=kws2&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.crossbreedholsters.com%2F
https://www.avantlink.com/click.php?tt=ale&ti=9709&pri=15694&pw=225001&mi=10077&ctc=kws2&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.brownells.com%2Fmagazines%2Findex.htm
http://www.amazon.com/s/?_encoding=UTF8&node=3375251&tag=lukemccoy-20&linkCode=ur2&field-brandtextbin=Kershaw&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.avantlink.com/click.php?tt=ale&ti=9709&pri=9659&pw=225001&mi=16393&ctc=kws2&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guns.com%2F
http://www.amazon.com/Streamlight-88031-Tactical-Flashlight-Batteries/dp/B00396S1Q2/?_encoding=UTF8&s=sporting-goods&tag=lukemccoy-20&linkCode=ur2&qid=1336586747&camp=1789&sr=1-1-fkmr0&creative=9325
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usefulness it’s a good balance. The uses for a personal carry flashlight vary on 

the user they could include navigating low or no light areas, identifying friends, 
foes, to finding that lost contact lens on the bathroom floor. 

Last but definitely not least is the cell phone; this little wonderment has grown 
in popularity, usefulness, and functions it can perform over the years. To the 

CCW holder it comes to one simple function, call for help. If you need to call the 
cops this will let you do it from pretty much anywhere, with some exceptions of 

the remote wilds. With today’s enhanced 911 centers they will be able to map 
where your location is even if you are not sure where you are. 

The daily carry items I have talked about work for me. It is important to 

remember what works for one person may not all ways be suitable for the next. 

Original Article: https://www.usacarry.com/choosing-your-daily-concealed-carry-gear/ 

Matt Schlueter 

Matt Schlueter is a retired Deputy Sheriff from South Dakota with over 19 years of combined 

experience in corrections and law enforcement, and held the position of Firearms Instructor and DARE 
officer with the Sheriffs Office he worked at till his retirement. He is also a NRA Certified Pistol 

Instructor, and owner/chief instructor of Schlueter Firearms Instruction. Matt’s goal is to provide the 
best information possible for those who want to further their knowledge and skills in shooting 
handguns. Matt’s goals also include providing the best training courses possible for students who 
attended courses he is offering. For those wishing to contact him please visit his website 

at www.learntwoshoot.com, or www.zwarriortraining.com or you can join him on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/SchlueterFirearmsInstruction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.usacarry.com/choosing-your-daily-concealed-carry-gear/
https://www.usacarry.com/author/matt-schlueter/
http://www.learntwoshoot.com/
http://www.zwarriortraining.com/
https://www.facebook.com/SchlueterFirearmsInstruction


  https://www.831shooter.coms 

5 
 

What’s In Your Holster? 
Every citizen who chooses to carry a firearm for self-defense should have the 

right tools for the job. The concealed carry handgun is no different than 
choosing the right tool for the right job. When making the decision to purchase 

that handgun for self defense remember the accessories and training that go 
along with the handgun will make a complete weapons system which works for 

you. When shopping for a handgun, remember the criteria in this section 
(operational, hand size, preferences, and budget). I recommend a minimum 

caliber for self-defense of .38 Special and 9mm. Some selection factors would 
include: 

Gun Fit to the hand 

Grip size for length and width, trigger to web distance, positioning of 
components and other ergonomics. Together the shooter should be able to 
shoot one handed. 

Controllable 

For precision slow fire and rapid, multiple, aimed shots in short duration. Part of 
this will be due to stance and training, but part of it has a lot to do with the 

design of the handgun, especially versus the caliber and load of ammunition 
being used. The idea is to get on target fast and stay on target. On handed 

shooting with defensive ammo loads should be done if possible to evaluate how 
controllable the handgun would be for a situation. 

Point Ability 

The handgun must point as an extension of the lower arm. With the handgun 
high and firm in the hand, and with a locked wrist, you should be able to quickly 

bring the gun up to eye level and be looking at the sights with little or no 
adjustments. You should be able to do this one handed and two handed. 

Accuracy 

For a defensive purposes and optimum distance the handgun must provide 
acceptable accuracy. Choosing a match grade handgun is not necessary. Most 

major manufactures produce a wide variety of models, which have high 
standards of accuracy in their designs of defensive weapons. 

Reliability 
A defensive handgun should be reliable out of the box; if the weapon proves to 

be unreliable it would defeat its purpose even if it met all of the criteria needed  

https://www.avantlink.com/click.php?tt=ale&ti=9709&pri=9659&pw=225001&mi=16393&ctc=kws2&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guns.com%2F
https://www.avantlink.com/click.php?tt=ale&ti=9709&pri=9659&pw=225001&mi=16393&ctc=kws2&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guns.com%2F
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for a concealed carry handgun. It generally takes years for a manufacturer to 

get a model design right so keep this in mind when a new model comes out you 
are interested in. 

Size and Weight 
You will have to decide between the size and weight for your need for 

concealment, defensive needs, and mode you would carry the handgun in. 
Some handguns are just too light or small to be controlled easily with full power 

defensive ammunition, while others are so large that they either will expose 
more easily or will cost the owner extra effort and money to achieve the needed 

concealment. A heavy gun, if not worn correctly or with the wrong type of 
equipment, will be difficult to conceal and uncomfortable to carry. 

Cost 

When choosing a defensive handgun you will have a budget in mind. Remember 
it is easier to take the extra time while shopping and compare all the available 

models. If possible and you have access to ether borrow or rent a similar model 
and try shooting it before buying it to see if the weapon fits you and is 

comfortable to shoot along with meeting the suggested elements for defensive 
concealed carry. This is no place to cut corners or settle, in the end you do get 

what you pay for. 

For defensive purposes there are some further considerations. 

Consider a complete weapons system will include spare magazines or speed 

loaders, holster(s) with magazine pouch and belt, and other accessories. Your 
defensive system may increase beyond a handgun to include defensive sprays, 

tactical flashlight, and other items. Other costs could include prepaid legal self-
defense insurance, handgun permits, storage containers, and spare magazines. 

It is not recommended to buy after market (non-manufacturers) magazines, 
due to reliability issues. It is possible to spend twice the cost of your defensive 

handgun in these areas combined. 

Remember if you cannot afford to be without proper means of defending 
yourself, then you cannot afford to have the wrong weapon or be cheap when it 

comes to acquiring the right tools that may be used to save your life! 

Factors on what handguns you may have to choose from may depend on what 
is legal to own in your state, some states such as CA, MA, NJ, MD, and others 

may have place restrictions on what you can legally own and poses in a  

https://www.avantlink.com/click.php?tt=ale&ti=9709&pri=9659&pw=225001&mi=16393&ctc=kws2&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guns.com%2F
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https://www.avantlink.com/click.php?tt=ale&ti=9709&pri=15694&pw=225001&mi=10077&ctc=kws2&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.brownells.com%2Fmagazines%2Findex.htm
https://www.avantlink.com/click.php?tt=ale&ti=9709&pri=22917&pw=225001&mi=16017&ctc=kws2&url=http%3A%2F%2Fpalmettostatearmory.com%2Faccessories%2Fmagazines.html
https://www.avantlink.com/click.php?tt=ale&ti=9709&pri=22917&pw=225001&mi=16017&ctc=kws2&url=http%3A%2F%2Fpalmettostatearmory.com%2Faccessories%2Fmagazines.html
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handgun. Some states will have additional safety requirements on the design, 

and possible limits on magazine capacities. 

The following manufactures have been known to produce at least one or more 
defensive handgun. 

Smith & Wesson 
Colt 

Glock USA 
FN (FNH, USA) 

Heckler & Koch USA 
Beretta USA 

Kimber 
Steyr USA 

Sigarms USA 
Browning 

Springfield Armory 
Paraordnance 

Kahr Arms 

Original Article: https://www.usacarry.com/holster/ 

Matt Schlueter 

Matt Schlueter is a retired Deputy Sheriff from South Dakota with over 19 years of combined 
experience in corrections and law enforcement, and held the position of Firearms Instructor and DARE 

officer with the Sheriffs Office he worked at till his retirement. He is also a NRA Certified Pistol 
Instructor, and owner/chief instructor of Schlueter Firearms Instruction. Matt’s goal is to provide the 
best information possible for those who want to further their knowledge and skills in shooting 
handguns. Matt’s goals also include providing the best training courses possible for students who 
attended courses he is offering. For those wishing to contact him please visit his website 
at www.learntwoshoot.com, or www.zwarriortraining.com or you can join him on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/SchlueterFirearmsInstruction. 
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5 Tips on Selecting Ammunition for Concealed Carry 
Let me begin by telling you a little about myself, a life long hunter, recreational 

shooter, and with 18 years of experience as a Law Enforcement Officer during 
which time I became a firearms instructor and DARE officer both positions I still 

hold. 

Selecting ammunition for the concealed carry permit holder is relatively easy 
with today’s major ammunition manufactures offering wide varieties of 

defensive ammunition to pick from. Each manufacture offers some type of 
defensive ammunition. These rounds come with bullets ranging from frangible 

rounds to bonded and non-bonded jacketed hollow point bullets. 

First a quick lesson on wound ballistics, there is no magic bullet. The only shots 
capable of immediately incapacitating an attacker are hits to the Central 

Nervous System. Shots that cause massive bleeding, hit large muscle masses, 
and bones will also incapacitate an attacker, but they will have a period of time 
they may be mobile during this time is possible they could be able of continuing 

to attack their victim, possibly even inflicting life threatening wounds. 

What I recommend to all my students is simple: 

1. Shoot the largest caliber you can accurately shoot. The reason for this 
is if your bullet fails to expand it will never get smaller than it started. 

Meaning a 9mm will never get smaller but if it expands it will increase 
its effectiveness, the same can be said for most defensive rounds such 

as .38spl, .357Mag, .40S&W, 10mm, and .45ACP. 
2. Use a medium to heavy weight jacketed hollow point in your caliber. 

Bonded bullets are better performers than non-bonded ammunition. 
This is easily determined by the information provided by the 

manufacture. 
3. Check to see if the manufacturer you have selected has put their 

rounds through the FBI test protocols. Most manufactures make this 
information available to potential customers so they can see how their 

rounds have preformed in these tests. The rule of thumb is for the 
bullet to reach a minimum of 12 inches of penetration of ballistic 
gelatin. 

4. Is check to see if the manufactures round you’re selecting is commonly 
available in your area. It is recommended to CCW holders to replace 

their carry ammunition once a year. By doing this as a CCW holder you 
are giving your self an opportunity to practice with your carry ammo  
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5. once at least once a year, while maintaining quality ammo to carry in 

your handgun. 
6. Test your selected ammunition in your handgun to see if it cycles and 

feeds properly. Generally most handguns should not have a problem in 
this area; however there are all ways exceptions where certain 

handguns don’t like one brand of ammo or bullet design. 

In closing there is no magic bullet, despite what some people would like to have 
others believe. And only hits count, all the misses in the world will not stop an 

assailant. 

Original Article: https://www.usacarry.com/5-tips-selecting-ammunition-concealed-carry/ 

Matt Schlueter 

Matt Schlueter is a retired Deputy Sheriff from South Dakota with over 19 years of combined 

experience in corrections and law enforcement, and held the position of Firearms Instructor and DARE 
officer with the Sheriffs Office he worked at till his retirement. He is also a NRA Certified Pistol 
Instructor, and owner/chief instructor of Schlueter Firearms Instruction. Matt’s goal is to provide the 
best information possible for those who want to further their knowledge and skills in shooting 
handguns. Matt’s goals also include providing the best training courses possible for students who 
attended courses he is offering. For those wishing to contact him please visit his website 
at www.learntwoshoot.com, or www.zwarriortraining.com or you can join him on Facebook 

at www.facebook.com/SchlueterFirearmsInstruction. 
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10 Things NOT To Do When Carrying Concealed 
In this article we will look at concealed carry lifestyle, training, and practices 

that can help you to achieve good concealment habits and mastery of the art of 
concealed carry of a pistol. 

My recommendation that you attend a course on carrying a concealed pistol 

that allows you to use all or most of your various concealment gear and 
garments. While attending a training course you will be able to get feedback on 

your concealment techniques. After the course, continue to train on your own 
and with others with similar training, to master both concealment and access. 

Have someone watch you while you are concealed, the person assisting you 

should have similar training and understand how you may accidentally expose 
your pistol. If you are out in public when doing this it would be wise to have a 

prearranged signal for them to indicate to you that your weapon system has 
been exposed. This type of feedback may help you to avoid future problems. 

Evaluate your personal attire for concealment, as well as comfortable carry. This 
may amount to trying on various types of garments, belts, and gear to 

determine what works and does not. Never carry concealed in public without 
ensuring that you have a system that works. 

 

Locations to perform checks and rearrange you gear: 

Locked room – Bedroom, office, single bathroom, etc. 

Restroom stalls – It is recommended to have a plan for this and avoid very 

public restrooms, especially those with stalls that are open on the bottom and 
may or may not have doors. 

Inside Vehicle – Look around first before you start arranging your gear. This 

will include looking for people in your immediate area and beyond. Also be 
aware that when in public parking areas you could be on a security camera that 

could be monitored. 

Dressing Room – Look for those that are completely in closed and do not have 
one-way viewing glass or hidden cameras. 
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Safety Considerations When checking and rearranging your gear: 

Many of the above locations are not always the best for performing checks and 

rearranging equipment. They leave you open to be surprised by some 
unsuspecting citizen if doing a check in a public place. The best place to check 
your rig is in a locked room or other location where no one can walk in on you. 

If the door does not lock, you can momentarily block it. When checking your rig 
in an area where it is possible for some one to see you always look around and 

listen momentarily before checking or altering your rig. 

When getting up from a seated location check your rig to ensure that you have 
maintained retention and concealment before getting up from a seated position. 

Learn habits in you movement and conduct that will prevent unintended 
exposure. Having quality, functional gear and concealment garments that are 

suited to concealed carry can aid tremendously. If you have a rig or garment 
that is so uncomfortable or unsuitable, then change it as soon as possible. It is 

never recommended to unholster your weapon except when initially holstering 
or storing the gun, such as during an administrative loading or unloading 

procedure at home. Finally, the best training of all is to carry all the time. 

 

 

Concealed Carry Bad Habits to Avoid 

Proper concealed carry equipment, attire, and the practice with both in various 

situations will go a long way towards preventing accidental exposure or 
indicators that you are carrying. These are bad habits you want to avoid: 

Printing – Allowing the outline of the weapon or accessories to show through 

the concealment garment or device. 

Exposing – Allowing the handgun, holster, or an accessory to unintentionally 
exposing part or all of it in plain view in public. Be cautious when reaching 

upward, leaning forwards or sideways, kneeling down, or reaching for anything 
in your pockets. 

 

https://www.avantlink.com/click.php?tt=ale&ti=9709&pri=9659&pw=225001&mi=16393&ctc=kws2&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guns.com%2F
https://www.avantlink.com/click.php?tt=ale&ti=9709&pri=4389&pw=225001&mi=16689&ctc=kws2&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.crossbreedholsters.com%2F
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Touching – A habit of touching or repositioning the handgun, holster, or an 

accessory in plain view. If this must be done, do it from a concealed location. 

Looking – A habit of looking at your concealed gear to verify if its there or if it 
is still concealed. Especially avoid this if someone is staring at you. Learn how 
to subtly screen your movements or distract the on looker so that the possibly 

exposed item can be turned away from their view. 

Telegraphing – Giving away the fact you might be carrying or preparing for 
action through either: 

Active telegraphing – Body language and motions such as getting into a 

combat stance without the need to. This might also include noise that your 
weapons make during carry such as loose ammunition in a magazine, a 

squeaky holster, or other noises. 

Passive telegraphing – Clothing or items worn which might indicate that you 
are carrying or that you are involved with firearms. It is not recommended to 

wear hatpins, lapel pins, tie-tacks, jewelry, logo clothing, or other adornments 
that might indicate you are a “gun person”. In some cases the wearer may be 

subject to an on looker who will see the original indicator, then looking you over 
until they locate where you are carrying. 

Bumping/Sounding – Making contact with an artificial surface or when 

bumping into someone. The weapon may make a sound or someone may feel it. 
Very few things a person would carry feel or sound like a weapon. Be aware of 
items that make unnatural sounds as well what will give you away will also give 

others away. 

Forgetting – Forgetting that you are carrying concealed. This is certainly 
possible when carrying a very comfortable system, or one that is small or 

lightweight. It is also possible when the user has not developed a sound 
concealed carry regimen or is used to carrying. Responsibility mandates that 

you not let this happen. 

DROPPING – Dropping an item, such as a magazine, or worse your weapon 
from concealment. Often due to equipment that does not adequately retain the 

item, not re-securing the item following a change. In positioning of concealment 
gear or wardrobe, this can be cause by activities like: a visit to the restroom,  

https://www.avantlink.com/click.php?tt=ale&ti=9709&pri=4389&pw=225001&mi=16689&ctc=kws2&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.crossbreedholsters.com%2F
https://www.avantlink.com/click.php?tt=ale&ti=9709&pri=15694&pw=225001&mi=10077&ctc=kws2&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.brownells.com%2Fmagazines%2Findex.htm
https://www.avantlink.com/click.php?tt=ale&ti=9709&pri=4389&pw=225001&mi=16689&ctc=kws2&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.crossbreedholsters.com%2F
https://www.avantlink.com/click.php?tt=ale&ti=9709&pri=9659&pw=225001&mi=16393&ctc=kws2&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guns.com%2F
https://www.avantlink.com/click.php?tt=ale&ti=9709&pri=15694&pw=225001&mi=10077&ctc=kws2&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.brownells.com%2Fmagazines%2Findex.htm
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exiting a vehicle, getting up from a chair, or not being aware of changes in body 

position and activity can affect the concealed carry system. 

In closing it is up to you the CCW permit holder to practice, practice, and 
practice more. By attending professional training courses, and practicing on 
your own every day you carry a pistol. 

Original Article: https://www.usacarry.com/10-things-not-to-do-carrying-concealed/ 

Matt Schlueter 

Matt Schlueter is a retired Deputy Sheriff from South Dakota with over 19 years of combined 
experience in corrections and law enforcement, and held the position of Firearms Instructor and DARE 
officer with the Sheriffs Office he worked at till his retirement. He is also a NRA Certified Pistol 

Instructor, and owner/chief instructor of Schlueter Firearms Instruction. Matt’s goal is to provide the 
best information possible for those who want to further their knowledge and skills in shooting 
handguns. Matt’s goals also include providing the best training courses possible for students who 
attended courses he is offering. For those wishing to contact him please visit his website 
at www.learntwoshoot.com, or www.zwarriortraining.com or you can join him on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/SchlueterFirearmsInstruction. 
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From the Glock Forums 
About 5 weeks ago I unfortunately was faced with an issue where I had to draw 

my weapon in defense of myself, my son, and others. The legal action against 
the man I drew on has completed and I can now discuss it freely. Here is what 

happened. 

I went into a local baby store to purchase a gift card with my 2-year-old son. 
Upon exiting the store, I walked with my son to the family minivan and began 

placing him in his car seat. Next to me was a woman placing her 2-month-old 
daughter in a car seat. 

My attention was drawn to her when a man walked around the back of my 

vehicle and up to her. He was about 3 feet from me as he grabbed her purse in 
one hand and a knife with blade exposed in the other. 

When he noticed me, he adds my wallet to demand for her purse. At this time, 
he turned further towards me and directed the knife in my direction. I noticed 

that the rear portion of the knife had what appeared to be dried blood on it. 

I stepped back and made sure I was between him and my son. He then began 
to take a step towards me when I said “Ok, relax”, and acted to reach for my 

wallet. The man did not know I was carrying with my IWB indexed at the 5 
o’clock location on my hip. 

My next action was to draw down and present. My only fear was for my son’s 

safety. I didn’t even think of myself. I knew at that range he would be on me 
swinging with the knife by the time I fired. But I knew that it was a 50/50 

chance that he would run instead of attack. I was lucky as he dropped the knife 
and ran. 

I gave a statement to the police and left with my son only to find out that the 

man was caught with in 30 mins of me leaving the location. He walked less than 
¼ of a mile away and was sitting on the front step of a townhouse. 

The knife ended up being the nail in the coffin for him. The police were able to 

DNA test the dried blood on the knife which in turn connected the man to 5 
rapes in the local area. He was targeting women with children during the day 
and forcing them into their car at knife point hoping that they would not fight 

back if their child was there. 
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With the evidence against him and the women who were attacked being able to 

identify him, he pleaded guilty to 5 counts of aggravated sexual assault, 1 count 
of assault with a deadly weapon due to cutting one of the women during the 
attack, and 2 counts of attempted strong armed robbery with a weapon. 

He was sentenced this morning to 46 years in Florida state facility. 

I know I was very lucky with what happened, and as a CCW holder it is 

something I always hoped I would never have to experience. But no matter 
what I have still been thinking of what could have happened to the other 

women if I was not there and if I did not react to protect the lives of those 
around me. 


